'IRAQ.

Kamal and now awaited a final blow at "Ana at the hands of
the Arabs led by the Sharif 'Abdullah, filled the Syrian news-
papers and circulated in the coffee shops of Baghdad, Mosul and
every town in the land.

Nowhere was the anti-British feeling engendered by these
activities more apparent than in Mosul and in the surrounding
country. In Mosul during 1919, striking progress had been
made under British administration. Public security was vastly
improved, taxation equalized, the city so cleansed that the
transformation appeared miraculous to those who had known
it in pre-war days.1 Education had been encouraged and
medical treatment had been extended to all. a Trade had been
stimulated and a return of prosperity seemed imminent.
Nevertheless, it was evident that ready acquiescence by the
Muslims in British Administration was being rendered extremely
difficult by the general acceptance of President Wilson's
Fourteen Points, by the delay in signing the peace treaty with
Turkey, by the existence of an Arab State in Syria and by the
claims of Islam and of self-interest. 3 Indications had not been
lacking of the activities of the Nationalist society, Al-Ahd al~
'Iraqya, which had been introduced, it was said, 4 by Jamil Beg
Midfai, a native of Mosul and a member of Amir Faisal's staff,5
and by 'Ibrahim Kamal Beg when they visited Mosul in March,

Following the occupation of Dair az-Zur by the Damascus
Government and the appointment of the violently anti-British
Mudlr to Mayyadm, the society gave open manifestation of its
hostility to the British Administration in the form of meetings
and in the posting of anti-government notices, ranging in sub-
ject from obscene abuse to well-written proclamations calling
*  See Sykes, Sir Mark, The Caliph's Last Heritage (1915), p. 3389.
2 Admin. Report, 1919, Mesopotamia, Part i, Mosul, p. 32.
3  Ibid , pp. 7, 8.
* Admin. Report, Mosul Division, 1920 (Baghdad, 1921), p. 3.
5 As leader of the attack on Tall 'Afar, he was excluded from the amnesty of
1921. He was pardoned in April, 1922, and has been three times Prime Minister
of 'Iraq as -well as Minister of Interior, Minister of Defence, etc.
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